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CONFORMATION JUDGES TRAINING WORKING PARTY 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Position Person Phone Email 
GC Pillar Heather Jones 0457 148 838 vicepresident@dogswest.com  
Chairperson Jeni Sach 0409 840 808 CJTWP@dogswest.com 
Convenor 
Group 1 – Toys 

Sally Baxter 0417 941 727 karlyermai@bigpond.com 

Convenor 
Group 2 – 
Terriers 

Stan Honnery 9455 1059 honhazsta@gmail.com 

Convenor 
Group 3 – 
Gundogs 

Stacey Sewell 0413 561 978 regencyblueoescs@outlook.com 
 

Convenor 
Group 4 – 
Hounds 

Jo Kramer 0438 057 251 Jokramer5@bigpond.com  

Convenor 
Group 5 – 
Working  

Wendy 
Fancote 

0412 027 254 barcookennels@bigpond.com  

Convenor 
Group 6 - Utility 

Peter Primrose 0488 088 413 Peter.primrose@bigpond.com  

Convenor 
Group 7 – Non-
Sporting 

Kerrie Mansell 0424 521 177 kerrie@upnaway.com  
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IMPORTANT DATES 2026 
 

Wednesday, 21 January 2026 Rules & Regulations Lecture 
Wednesday, 29 January 2026 Rules & Regulations Exam 
Wednesday, 4 February 2026 Anatomy Lecture 
Wednesday, 11 February 2026 Anatomy Examination 
Wednesday, 18 February 2026 Entrance Exam 
Tuesday, 3 March 2026 Compulsory Information Lecture 
Sunday, 31 May 2026 Close of Standards for Part “A” Theory 

Exam. 
Wednesday, 1 July 2026 Closing Date for Applications for 

Theory Exam Part “A”. 
Wednesday, 15 July 2026 Theory Examination – Part “A” 
Monday, 31 August 2026 Close of Standards for Part “B” Theory 

Exam. 
Wednesday, 30 September 2026 Closing Date for Applications for 

Theory Exam Part “B”. 
Wednesday, 14 October 2026 Theory Examination – Part “B” 
Monday, 2 November 2026 Closing Date for Applications for 

Practical Examinations 
Saturday & Sunday, 14 & 15 November 2026 Practical Examinations 
Tuesday, 1 December 2026 Closing date for New and Additional 

Group Applicants and Renewal of 
Trainee Judges. 
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CONFORMATION JUDGES TRAINING - COMPLETE PROGRAM 
 

Can anyone be a conformation dog judge? 
 
Becoming a dog judge requires more than just membership of Dogs Australia.  People 
need experience with dogs.  They need to breed and show.  They need to understand the 
form and function of dog breeds and they need to understand the structure of dogs and 
their mechanics. 
 
People interested in dog conformation judging need to consider what is suitable for them. 
 
Are they interested in judging only their breed, or the many breeds in each group or all 
groups?  Each of the various groups of dogs, as classified in Australia, are sets of dogs 
with many similar functions and are often clearly differentiated in form and function.  
Moving beyond a person’s own breed or group often requires a different mindset and new 
knowledge.  Judging a Terrier for example, is not the same as judging a Gundog.  This 
needs to be understood. 
 
Dog judging requires clear, consistent and efficient decision making skills.  Without 
knowledge and expertise this becomes very difficult.  Dog judging requires those involved 
to listen to others, take constructive feedback, accept weaknesses and differences as 
well as recognising strengths.  Successful judges and trainees are required to constantly 
attend to learning new knowledge, ot running with the ‘obvious’, participating in shows 
and showing and constantly revising. 
 
The Conformation Judges Training Program is a voluntary, self-learning program for 
training ANKC members, assisted by provision of breed lectures, seminars, general 
lectures, field days and practical judging.  This requires attendance and participation to 
be effective.  The program means more than just attendance.  It also requires reading, 
talking, watching and observation, discussion and potentially visits to kennels. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF ASPIRING AND TRAINEE JUDGES 
 

1. To acquire and share knowledge – reading, researching, observing, questioning, 
discussing and debating. 
 

2. To participate – in lectures, seminars, at dog shows. 
 

3. To be active – in practising judging, writing critiques, researching opinions and 
information about breeds, observing judging and dog shows, reading, discussing, 
listening, providing and accepting feedback. 
 

4. To be a role model – be respectful and act in a sportsmanlike manner at all times 
and in all situations. 
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TO ENROL IN THE CONFORMATION JUDGES TRAINING PROGRAM AS AN ASPIRING 
JUDGE YOU MUST: 
 

1. Be 18 years of age or older. 
 

2. Have been a member of Dogs West for a minimum of 8 of the past 10 years prior 
to application. 
 

3. Have bred at least three (3) litters under their own or a shared prefix. 
 

4. Have bred at least two (2) Champions under their own or a shared prefix. 
 

5. Have successfully completed the Dogs West Stewards Course and stewarded on 
no less than six (6) occasions, of which three (3) must be full groups at 
Championship Shows, for a minimum of three hundred (300) dogs within the two 
(2) years preceding application. 
 

6. Have demonstrated, in the two years prior to enrolling, a history of ongoing 
commitment to dog showing through the various aspect of the sport such as Show 
Management and other aspects of Affiliate and Show Administration. 
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ASPIRING JUDGES PROGRAM 
 

1. Attend Rules & Regulations Lecture. 
 

2. Complete and pass Rules & Regulations Examination (minimum 75% pass mark 
required). 
 

3. Attend Anatomy & Glossary of Canine Terms Lecture. 
 

4. Complete and pass Anatomy & Glossary of Canine Terms Examination (minimum 
75% pass mark required). 
 

5. Complete and pass Group Entrance Examination (minimum 75% pass mark 
required). 
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TRAINEE JUDGES PROGRAM 
 

It takes a minimum of two (2) years to complete each group.  The requirements to be 
completed prior to applying for a Group Practical Examination are: 
 
1. Attend all breed lectures.  You must attend a minimum of seven (7) lectures per 

year.  If a lecture is missed you are required to submit an essay on the breeds 
studied at the missed lecture and submit it to the CJTWP within fourteen (14) days. 
 

2. Complete a minimum of five (5) Specialty Critiques. 
 

3. Complete a minimum of twenty (20) critiques (which may include the 5 Specialty 
Critiques). 
 

4. Complete and pass Parts A & B of the Group Theory Exam (minimum 75% pass 
mark required for each Part). 
 

5. Judge a minimum of 50 dogs. 
 

6. Complete and pass Initial Practical Assessment. 
 

7. Complete and pass Final Practical Assessment. 
 

8. Steward a minimum of 300 dogs at no fewer than three (3) shows. 
 

9. Apply for and pass Group Practical Examination. 
 

NOTE: The Dogs West Conformation Judges Training lecture program is conducted over 
a minimum two year period per group. 
 
Trainees must complete Part A and Part B of the theory exams with a cumulative result of 
75%.  This result must be obtained within a two year period (eg you cannot do Part A in 
2026 (for example) and then Part B in 2028.  They must be completed in consecutive 
years. 
 
Any pass in the combined Parts A & B Theory Examination are held for the life of the 
trainee in accordance with ANKC Regulation 9.8. 
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THE CANINE ASSOCIATION  

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INCORPORATED) 

  

REGULATIONS  

SECTION ‘F’  

CONFORMATION JUDGES  

TRAINING & EXAMINATION 

PROGRAMME  

  

All parts of the CAWA Regulations must be read in conjunction with the Australian 
National Kennel Council Ltd (ANKC) Regulations, which will take precedence.  Only 
those regulations that add to the ANKC regulations Part 3 Judges Training and 
Examinations are included in the CAWA “F” regulations.  The numbering in these 
regulations reflect those in the ANKC Regulations Part 3 Judges Training and 
Examinations,  

 
CAWA Latest Amendment: January 2025  
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CAWA REGULATIONS  -  SECTION ‘F’ 
 
  INDEX  
  F1.  
  

TERMINOLOGY  

  F2.  
  

METHOD OF EDUCATION  

  F4.  
  

ASPIRING JUDGE ENTRANCE PROGRAMME (1ST GROUP)  

  F6.  
  

TRAINEE JUDGE PROGRAMME (1ST AND SUBSEQUENT GROUPS)  

  F7.  
  

SINGLE BREED PROGRAMME  

  F8.  
  

SINGLE BREED TRAINING PROGRAMME  

  F9.  
  

THEORY EXAMINATIONS  

  F11.  
  

GENERAL  

F14.  
  

APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS   

F15.  
  

TRAINING YEAR   

F16.  
  

TRAINEE JUDGES APPOINTMENTS   

F17.  
  
  
  
  
  

CONFORMATION JUDGES TRAINING WORKING PARTY (10/11)  
Any breach of the regulations in this section is an offence. 

(08/20)  

 
     

All parts of the CAWA Regulations are to be read in conjunction with the Australian 

National Kennel Council Ltd (ANKC) Regulations, which will take precedence.  

Only those regulations that add to the ANKC regulations Part 3 Judges Training 

and Examinations are included in the CAWA “F” regulations.  
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F1. Terminology 

1.1 Member Body.  The Canine Association of Western Australia (CAWA) or Dogs 
West. 

1.2 ANKC.  Australian National Kennel Council.  
1.3 CJTWP.  Conformation Judges Training Working Party.  
1.4 Mentor.  An ANKC Championship Show Judge who has completed the ANKC 

Examiner/Assessor Accreditation Programme as outlined in Section 9 of these 
regulations.  

F2  Method of Education  

  2.3  Record Keeping  
2.3.1 Trainees are responsible for keeping a record of all open shows and 

parades judged – the number of dogs and breeds judged. When applying 
for elevation a summary of the relevant records must be included unless 
otherwise specified on the appropriate form.  Trainee judges must 
complete a Trainee Judges Record Form (J4) in duplicate after each 
appointment. One copy must be forwarded to the CJTWP through the Dogs 
West office within ten (10) working days of the open show or parade, the 
other copy to be retained for the Trainee Judge’s own records. Forms not 
submitted within the time limit as required shall be rejected and the 
numbers for that appointment will not be counted.  All dates as included 
in the annual CJTWP calendar issued to trainees are to be complied with.  

 F4.  Aspiring Judge Entrance Programme (1st Group)  
  4.1  Aspiring Judge Entrance Program (1st Group or Single Breed)  

4.1.1  To enrol in the Program as an Aspiring Judge, a member must fulfil the 
following criteria:  

4.1.1.5(a) Dispensation may be granted from ANKC Regulation 
4.1.1.3 or 4.1.1.4 on production of evidence from the 
applicant that they reside in an area that prohibits the 
breeding of dogs by State or Local Authority law.  

4.1.1.6 (c) Have successfully completed the Dogs West Stewards’ 
Course and have acted as ring and gate steward - on no 
less than six (6) occasions of which three (3) must be full 
groups at Championship Shows - for a minimum of three 
hundred (300) dogs within the two (2) years preceding 
application. (01/14)  

  

F6  Trainee Judge Program (1st and Subsequent Groups)  

  6.1.1   Module 1. Breed Lectures / Field Events / Seminars  

6.1.1 (a)  A Trainee judge must attend a minimum of seven (7) lectures 
per group per year.   



 

  
13  

  

One of the lectures must be a Mock Practical Assessment.   

                 Trainees must attend the Information Lecture.   

                  Any missed lectures require an essay as per ANKC Reg 6.1.1 (b).    

A Trainee who fails to comply with ANKC 6.1.1 (b) will be 
ineligible to sit either the Theory or Practical exams in the 
current training year.   

The essay must be submitted prior to any application to take 
an examination.   

(i) If a Trainee is unable to attend the compulsory Mock  
Practical Lecture, the Trainee is required to:  

o do an essay of 1000 words on a breed lecture 
given on that night using the approved cover 
sheet which appears on the website (08/16)  

o supply a Medical Certificate, if it is for health 
reasons, or  o submit satisfactory evidence in 
writing if it is for another reason  

o On written acceptance of either a medical 
certificate or satisfactory evidence, the Trainee 
must be available prior to the Group Theory 
Examination to attend a Mock Practical for that 
group to be held at a time arranged by the Group 
Convenor/s. (07/15)   

(ii) If a Trainee is unable to attend the compulsory Information Lecture 
they must inform the conformation training coordinator in writing to 
the Administration office, stating the reason for non-attendance.  

        The reason will be assessed by the coordinator.  

         
       Trainees who do not submit a reasonable excuse will be   

required to:  

o complete a further twenty (20) critiques over and 
above those already required and,  

o steward for one hundred (100) dogs at at least two 
(2) shows during the following six (6) months – 
this requirement to be over and above the 
stewarding component already listed and also to 
be completed by those not required to steward to 
be eligible for a practical examination.  

   
When the reason for non-attendance is considered 
appropriate by the Coordinator, the trainee is advised 
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and a timeframe is agreed with the Trainee to carry 
out an online information process.  

  
The online information process is done via email and 
consists of:  

o Provision of a copy of the judges training 
regulations and paperwork as presented at the 
information evening  

o A questionnaire on the paperwork provided  
A section for questions the Trainee may have of the 
training committee.  

  
The Trainee must return the completed 
questionnaire to the Administration office within 14 
calendar days from the date it is sent to the Trainee.  

  
Failure to complete and return the questionnaire will 
result in the trainee having to: 

  

o complete a further twenty (20) critiques over and 
above those already required and,  

o steward for one hundred (100) dogs at at least two 
(2) shows during the following six (6) months – this 
requirement to be over and above the stewarding 
component already listed and also to be 
completed by those not required to steward to be 
eligible for a practical examination.  

  
The training coordinator has 14 calendar days to 
respond in writing to the Trainee to:  
  
o Provide feedback on the completed questionnaire 

to the Trainee 
o Answer any questions raised  
(Refer to ANKC Part 3 Regulation 6.1.1 (b) & (c) (12/15)  

6.1.1(d)   Essays must be lodged in duplicate with the Dogs West  
office for recording with one to be forwarded to the 
relevant convenor and the other copy to the trainee. On 
receipt of an essay, the convenor will mark and return it to 
the trainee OR if deemed to not meet CAWA ‘F’ 
Regulations requirements, refer it to the committee for 
confirmation that the essay needs to be returned to the 
Trainee for amendment and resubmission within fourteen 
(14) days.   
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  If the essay is submitted by email, then the submission is 
taken to have been made at the time the email was sent, 
as per the time and date indicated on the senders email 
when received by the Dogs West office. Acknowledgement 
will be by return email. (03/13)  

6.1.1 (e)   In extenuating circumstances, trainees may apply to the 
convenor, before the due date, for an extension for 
submission of an essay. An extension may be granted after 
consultation with the Chair/Coordinator regarding the 
reason for the extension. If an extension is granted, then 
the date by which the essay must be submitted will be 
advised to the trainee. (08/20)  

F6.1.1(f)   Failure to submit essays by the due date or the amended 
due date will render the Trainee ineligible to sit the next 
Theory Exam (parts A and/or B) for the Group in which the 
essay/s have not been submitted. Where the trainee has 
already passed the Theory Exam, then they will be 
penalised by being made ineligible to take the next 
Practical Exam in the Group for which the essay/s have not 
been submitted. Submission of an essay/s after the due 
date or amended due date will not mitigate the penalty 
and the trainee will be required to enrol in and complete 
the next or a subsequent training programme for the Group 
in which the essay/s have not been submitted. (12/20)  

6.1.1(g)  Failure to submit essays will render the Trainee ineligible to 
take an Examination until the missed Breed lectures are 
attended.  

6.1.1(h)  There will only be one extension and one resubmission per 
essay.  

  
6.1.2   Module 2. Practical Experience  

6.1.2(a) No Trainee may judge in excess of 200 Exhibits without 
permission of the President and/or the Vice President on 
the recommendation of the Conformation  Judges 
Training Working Party) (11/12)  

     6.1.3  Module 3 Breed Specialty Show   
Trainee judges are to attend a minimum of one (1) Breed Specialty Show 
for the Group or other numbers set by the Member Body. Where a Group 
has limited numbers of Breed Specialty Shows permission may be 
granted by the CJTWP for a trainee to complete the specialty critiques 
at Group or Multibreed Specialty shows. A written critique of five (5) 
dogs examined at each event is to be retained by the Trainee and 
submitted at the time of an application for a Practical Exam.(03/23)  
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The critique is to be countersigned by the Breed Specialty Judge or a 
recognised Assessor for the Group, who is not a trainee judge currently 
enrolled in the scheme and who has examined the said dogs on the day. 
Critiques may be completed at shows out of the State provided that the 
CJTWP have arranged for a suitable assessor to be present to 
countersign critiques. (02/19)   

  
Distance Trainees are to submit photos of five (5) dogs of five (5) 
specified breeds in the group accompanied by critiques on each of the 
dogs. These may be obtained from the Internet. Mentors will be 
appointed (where possible) to countersign the critiques for the 
Trainees. (03/23)  

  
F7   Single Breed Training Programme  
  

7.1.5  Where there is a Breed Club in the State, judging at that breed club’s 
Open Show, Parade or Members Competition, to gain practical 
experience is to be desired. If not possible, Group and All Breeds 
Clubs are to be encouraged to invite the Single Breed Trainee to judge 
their breed at one of their Open Shows to enable them to meet the 
required number of 25 dogs needed to be judged.  Where there are 
insufficient numbers in the breed the trainee judge may apply to the 
CJTWP for dispensation from this regulation requirement.  

  
  Where conducted, attend (at the discretion of the Member Body) the 

Breed club’s Open and Championship Show, the Group club’s Open 
and Championship Show and the breed judging at an approved major 
Show. i.e.: Royal Show or the major non-Royal show in each State.   

  
Where dispensation is granted, the trainee judge must critique 25 
dogs, countersigned by an accredited assessor for the breed, who is 
not currently a trainee judge enrolled in the scheme, who has 
examined the said dogs on the day. (02/19)  

   

F9  Theory Examinations  

  
F9.1.1  The Theory Examination may be divided into two (2) parts i.e. (A) and 

(B), both of which must be completed. Part A may be undertaken 
followed by Part B, or Part B may be undertaken followed by Part A. 
Irrespective of the order in which the parts are taken, both parts must 
be completed within the current training programme for which the 
Trainee is enrolled. If both Parts A & B are not able to be completed 
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within the current training programme, the trainee must re-enrol for a 
further training programme.  

9.1.1.1 A pass in the theory exam will be achieved with a combined 
75% mark from the two parts.   

9.1.1.2 A fail in the Theory Exam requires both parts A and B be 
repeated. This will require the Trainee to enrol in a new two year 
training programme.  

9.1.1.3 Examinations will be offered in July and October of the same 
Calendar Year.   

9.1.1.4 The effective dates for breed standards to be used in the July 
and October examinations will be 31st May and 31st August 
respectively of the Calendar Year. (12/20)  

9.1.2 Single Breed Theory Examinations shall include questions requiring 
answers in more depth than Group Theory Examinations.  Key 
phrases from the Breed Standard will be essential and may include 
phrases from the Breed Standard Extension.(10/11)  

  
9.1.3  A candidate who has taken a Theory Examination can make an 

appointment to see their paper in the presence of the Co-ordinator 
or their Group Convenor, or a person delegated by the Co-ordinator.   
All requests for appointments are to be made to the Dogs West office. 
(01/17)  

  
9.1.4 Trainee judges who fail examinations (theory or practical) are required 

to continue to attend all lectures until licensed. In the event of 
persons being unable to attend any scheduled lecture, they are 
required to submit an essay of 1000 words (within the prescribed 
time) in its place  

F11  General  

  
11.6  Examination Protocols  

Trainees and Aspirants during the conduct of Theory and Practical 
examinations shall do so without referring to any information that relates to 
their examination – this includes, but is not limited to breed standards, notes, 
electronic information, advice from others.  

  
Where examinations are to be conducted as Open Book Examinations all 
participants will be so advised in writing by Dogs West either in the 
curriculum, by letter or by email prior to that examination.  
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Any breach of this regulation will result in the suspension of the trainee or 
aspirant from the conformation judges’ training programme for a twelve (12) 
month period.  

11.6.1  Results of Theory and Entrance Examinations will be available from 
the Association from 2.00pm on the working day after the 
conclusion of the examinations.   

Results of Practical Examinations will be available from the 
Association from 2.00pm on the second (2nd) working day after the 
conclusion of said practical examination. (11/15)  

  
11.7 Stewarding Requirements  

11.7.1 All Trainee Judges must steward for a minimum of 300 dogs at no 
fewer than three shows per year during the two (2) years prior to 
applying for a Practical Exam for their first and subsequent groups, 
with such stewarding to be performed at least once every 4 months 
throughout the year (ie January to April/May to August/September to 
December). 

 
11.7.2 On the third and subsequent groups trainees must steward at a 

minimum of three (3) shows for each group in which they are training 
(the stewarding does not necessarily have to be for the groups in 
which they are training), at All Breeds or Group Specialty 
Championship Shows prior to the application for a Practical Exam. 

 
11.7.3 Evidence of all stewarding is to be kept using Form SJ7.  On 

completion of each stewarding appointment the trainee must 
complete the Form SJ7 and such form must be signed by the Chief 
Steward on the day of the event.  If the Chief Steward is a Trainee 
Judge then the form must be signed by an executive committee 
member of the club running the event or the relevant Group 
Convenor if in attendance at the show.  No Trainee Judge may sign 
off on another Trainee Judge’s Stewarding Numbers.  Where 
possible, stewarding numbers are to be verified by the use of 
ShowManager. 

 
11.7.4 Trainee Judges are responsible for maintaining their own records 

and submitting these records to the office for collation at the time 
of applying for a practical examination.  Applications including 
incomplete or incorrect SJ7 Forms will not be accepted. 
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F12  
  

  

Appeals  

12.2   Where a Trainee Judge believes that the Practical Examination for which 
they were a participant was not conducted in accordance with the 
Regulations, they must lodge an appeal with the Member Body. This 
appeal must be lodged by 2.00pm on the second working day after the 
conclusion of said practical examination and should detail the 
Regulation/s that are alleged to have been breached.   
Appeals received after this time will not be considered.   (03/13, 11/15)  

  
F14  

  

Applications and Renewals   
  
14.1 Applications for 1st and subsequent groups to be made on the appropriate 

form accompanied by relevant fee and submitted to the Canine Association 
of Western Australia (Dogs West office) not later than 1st December, or where 
this falls on a weekend or public holiday, by close of business on the next 
working day, each year.  
(02/19)  

  
14.2 Application for renewal of Trainee Judge status shall be made on the 

appropriate form accompanied by relevant fee and submitted annually to the 
Canine Association of Western Australia (Dogs West office) not later than 1st 
December or where this falls on a weekend or public holiday, by close of 
business on the next working day.  (02/19)    
  
14.2.1 In the event that the application is not received by the required date, an 

additional late fee, as prescribed in the list of charges, will 
accompany the application for renewal up until 10th December each 
year. (01/25)  

  
14.3 Trainees judges may formally withdraw from the conformation judges’ training 

programme at any time during the training year but not later than 1st 
December. Formal withdrawal must be approved by the CJTWP.  

  
14.3.1 Trainee judges who have formally withdrawn from the conformation 

judges’ training programme may apply to re-enter the scheme at any 
time, subject to the approval of the CJTWP and are also subject to 
all requirements regarding lecture attendance and other matters.  

  
14.4   Application to sit  the Theory Exam Parts “A “and  “B” shall be made on the 

appropriate form and accompanied by the relevant Fee and submitted to the 
Canine Association of Western Australia (Dogs West office) by the first 
Wednesdays in July and October each year. 08/11  
14.4.1 Trainees wishing to view Theory Exam results must apply to do so within 

ten (10) working days of sitting the examination.  
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14.5 Applications to sit a Practical Examination shall be made on the Application 
Form- Application and Assessment (form J1), accompanied by the relevant 
fee and other supporting evidence (as listed on J1) and submitted to the office 
not later than 1st November. Where this falls on a weekend or public holiday, 
by close of business on the next working day, each year, pending successful 
results of the Theory Exam. (08/20)  

14.6 All applications shall be made on the appropriate Canine Association of 
Western Australia form and accompanied by the prescribed fee:  
a) All applications not lodged by the due date will not be accepted   
b) All applications not accompanied by correct fee will not be accepted.  
c) Each application must be lodged on a separate form (09/08)  

  

F15  Training Year   

  
15.1 The show judges training year shall be contained within a calendar year as 

specified in Clause 17.1 and be defined as follows:  

  
15.1.1 The training year for Aspirant Judges shall commence on the date of 

the Rules and Regulations lecture for registered Aspirant Judges for 
that year and conclude on the date of the practical exams of the 
same year.  

15.1.2 The training year for trainee Judges shall commence on the date of the 
Information Night for Trainee Judges and shall conclude on the date 
of the practical exam for Trainee Judges of the same year.  

  
15.2 Assessments  

15.2.1 For the first four (4) Groups each Trainee Judge must be assessed on 
two(2) occasions, the first (where possible) by the Convenor for each 
group in which they are training and the second by two or three 
Assessors. In the 5th and subsequent groups only one (1) 
assessment will be required. The Assessor/s shall recommend either 
a Pass or a further period of training followed by another assessment.  

 Clarification:  Except for Single Breed Trainees, all assessments will be 
conducted at All Breeds or Group Clubs Open Shows and/or Parades. 
05/14  

  
15.2.2 Trainee Judges must apply to the Administrative Officer of the Canine 

Association of Western Australia (Inc) on the prescribed form (J1) for 
assessment at least one (1) month prior to the appointment.  (09/08, 
08/11)  
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  15.2.3  When assessing a Trainee Judge, the following aspects will be 
considered:  

a) Dress (is it appropriate?)  
b) Punctuality  
c) Ring Control  
d) Manner with dogs  
e) Manner with exhibitors  
f) Judging method  
g) Judging speed  
h) Application of standards  
i) Overall performance. (09/08)  
  
  

F16  Trainee Judges Appointments   
  
16.1 No judging appointment may be accepted for any group until the relevant 

status has been granted.  

  
16.2 Trainee Judges shall not judge any group at Open Shows or Parades for which 

they hold championship status except at Open Shows or Parades over 75kms 
from Perth GPO or with permission of Council, on the recommendation of the 
Conformation Judges Training Working Party.  

  
16.3 A Trainee Judge may judge an entire Parade or Open Show including General 

Specials held more than 75km from Perth GPO if they are qualified to judge at 
least five (5) Groups, of which at least two (2) are Championship Show Group 
status.  

  
16.4 Trainee Judge may judge General Specials at a Parade or Open Show if they are 

qualified to judge at least five (5) Groups, of which at least three (3) of them 
are at Championship Show Group status. (01/11)  

  
16.5 A Trainee Judge may not judge the same complete Group or All Breeds General 

Specials during a period of three (3) months at any Open Show or Parade, 
which is to be held within a radius of 75km of the venue of the prior 
appointment.  

  
16.6 Where no suitably qualified Trainee Judge is available, the Conformation 

Judges Training Working Party may give permission for a Trainee Judge to judge 
at a show within not less than two (2) months of another judging appointment 
in that group.  
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16.7 Should a Trainee Judge elect to withdraw from the Conformation Judges 
Training Scheme they may not accept any new appointments and may only 
honour prior appointments up to six (6) months following the date of 
notification of their withdrawal.  (12/09, 10/11)  

  
F17  Conformation Judges Training Working Party   

  
17.1 The Conformation Judges Training Working Party year shall commence on 1 

January of a single calendar year and conclude on 31 December of that same 
year.   

  
17.2 The Coordinator shall be appointed annually by the Chair of the Training 

Committee.  (09/08, 10/11)  

  
17.3 The Conformation Judges Training Working Party shall consist of:  

(a) The Coordinator  
(b) a Secretary (optional) and   
(c) the Convenors and/or assistant convenors of each group (01/17)  
  
17.4 Positions on the Conformation Judges Training Working Party shall be filled by 

invitation from the Co-ordinator, and ratified by Governing Council, to 
Championship Judges of at least 5 years panel status experience in the 
relevant group, except for the Secretary, where the Secretary is not a 
Convenor (01/17)  

  
17.5 Where there are insufficient qualified judges available to fill the vacant 

positions on the Working Party, positions may be filled by Championship 
Judges who are currently training for another group. (09/08, 10/11)  

  
17.6 It is desirable that the Coordinator be an All Breeds Judges (01/17)  
  
17.7 The overall supervision and/or setting of written examinations be the 

responsibility of the Coordinator of the Conformation Judges Training Working 
Party. This is to include the production and storage of all papers, including 
past papers.  
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FORMS AND INFORMATION 

 
The following forms are available to download and print from the official Dogs West 
website –  
https://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Members-Judges_Corner-
Conformation_Trainee_Judge_Forms.htm : 
 

• Application to Aspire as a Conformation Judge for First Group 
 

• Application to Aspire for Additional Group 
 

• Application to Re-join Training Scheme 
 

• Essay Assessment Guidelines 
 

• Critique Form 
 

• J1 Trainee Judge Assessment & Examination Application Form 
 

• J4 Trainee Judge Report Sheet 
 

• SJ7 Record of Stewarding 
 

• Practical Examinations Format 
 

Aspirants and Trainees can access the ANKC Breed Standards and Breed Extended 
Standards on the Dogs Australia Website (noting all exams are based on the Breed 
Standards only, NOT Extended Breed Standards) – www.dogsaustralia.org.au. 
 
  

https://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Members-Judges_Corner-Conformation_Trainee_Judge_Forms.htm
https://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Members-Judges_Corner-Conformation_Trainee_Judge_Forms.htm
http://www.dogsaustralia.org.au/
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It’s Not In the Standard – Judges Etiquette & Ringcraft  

 (Thanks to DOGS QLD)  

Index   

SECTION 1: FROM CONTRACT TO ARRIVAL AT SHOW CONTRACTS & TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS:   

Accommodation   
Behaviour Prior to Show 6  
Critiques  
Details  
Fees  
Inability to Fulfil a Judging Appointment  
Other Points to Remember  
Travel  
When Completing Your Contract  
Travelling  
  
SECTION 2: JUDGING/JUDGEMENT DAY JUDGING REQUIREMENTS:  

At the Ring  
At the Show  
Coats  
Final Assessment and Placings  
Judging  
Judging Individual Breeds  
Movement/Gait  
Opening a Dogs Mouth and Checking Dentition  
Problems You May Encounter While Judging  
Suitable Attire  
Withholding Challenge Certificates and Awards  
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SECTION 1: FROM CONTRACT TO ARRIVAL AT SHOW  

CONTRACTS & TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:  

Complete the contract carefully and return to club secretary as soon as possible within 
14 days.   

Details:  

• Ensure that your name and contact details are correct and that the club secretary’s 
name and phone number is on the contract.  

• Complete all requirements of Judge’s Contract including the section about other 
accepted appointments.  

• When signing contracts ensure that you are eligible to the judge a particular Class or 
Property Class. (e.g.  Sweepstakes) 
  

• Open Show judges are reminded that rules apply for judging appointments.  

Note: Neither Clubs nor individual judges may alter or disregard the rules of Dogs West. 
Check that you have no other judging appointments for identical breeds within a three 
month period and a 75 kilometre radius.  

 Other Points to Remember:  
• It is your responsibility to maintain a complete record of your judging appointments.  
• It is also worthwhile keeping a current resume and photo as Clubs sometimes ask for 

this to include on the Website or in their Schedules.  
• Check the Canine News, Australian National Kennel Council (ANKC) or Dogs West for 

any changes to the rules or any alterations to the Breed Standard.  
• Current “Breed and Extended Breed Standards” can be downloaded from the ANKC 

website or you can request a copy from Dogs West at a reasonable cost.  
  
Inability to Fulfil a Judging Appointment:  
• Under Dogs West rules, you must honour a contract once you have signed it. You are not 

eligible to accept any alternative judging appointments. (Refer HS15 “Judges Code of 
Ethics”.  

• If you are unable to fulfil a contract because of ill health, you should advise the Club 
concerned as soon as possible.  

• If you could supply the Club with names of possible replacement judges it will generally 
be appreciated.  

  
Critiques:  
• Be prepared. Have a small recorder, a suitable notebook and pen.  
• Read critiques of experienced judges and get the “feel” for concise, constructive and 

informative notes. 
• Always be positive! It is much more professional to say, “I preferred the coat on my first 

place winner” rather than to say, ”The second dog had a dreadful coat!”  
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Behaviour Prior to Show:  
• Do not stand at ringside and watch the Breed or Groups which you will be judging prior 

to your judging appointment.  
• Do not denigrate other judge’s opinions.  
• Do not solicit for appointments or entries.  
  
SECTION 2: JUDGING/JUDGEMENT DAY  
  
Note: Your ability and credibility will now be on show.  
  
Suitable Attire:  
• Dress neatly, smartly and wear comfortable closed in shoes.  
• Avoid wearing dark glasses.  
• Be prepared for wet weather, hot weather or cold weather.  
• Do not wear flowing clothes that will blow in the dogs’ face, very short skirts or jeans.  
• Do not wear lots of jewellery especially heavy necklaces or bracelets.  
• Please use tie pins or a tie clip.  
• Be prepared to wear a suitable hat and sunscreen if necessary.  
  
At the Show:  
• Arrive at least 30 minutes prior to the start of show.  
• Advise the Chief Steward of your arrival.  
• Ask to meet your Steward and remember their name.  
   
At the Ring:  
• Be at the ring that you will judging in with sufficient time to check size, surface condition, 

slope, place markers, entry and exit.  
• Ensure that there is water, soap and a towel or instant hand sanitizer.  
• Check for wind direction and position of sun or lights (this will have a bearing on where 

you place an examination table or stand your class).  
• Advise the Steward how you intend judging each class (e.g. Set up in front of the table 

or once around if more than one in the class)  
• Also ask your Steward to have the next class ready to ensure a smooth flow of judging 

which helps to avoid any possible lapse in concentration.  
• Judge efficiently and with consistency.  
  
Note: Keep in mind that your Steward could be a trainee judge and may appreciate being 
able to watch the dogs move.  
  
Judging:  
• Commence judging on time.  
• Check your judging rate approximately every hour and try to keep to your schedule. It is 

important to complete your judging in the time frame allotted by the Chief Steward.  
• Examine each dog in the same systematic manner.  
• Look relaxed, but alert and confident.  
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• Watch your “Body Language!” Be decisive; do not stand with your hands in your pockets, 
on your hips or with your arms folded.  

• Always convey the impression that you are confident and in command.  
• Do not engage in unnecessary conversation with Exhibitors. By all means smile and say, 

“Good Morning!”  
• It is not wise to be seen socializing with Exhibitors on the day of the show. (Either before, 

during and after the show). Exhibitors, especially those who did not win, will not be very 
charitable towards you.  

• If you have a very large class (perhaps at a Breed Specialty) and need to split it into two 
sections, enquire as to how many placings are required. Always retain that number from 
each section.  

  
Note: Remember “First Impressions” are lasting!  
  
Judging Individual Breeds:  
• Some breeds require special handling. Familiarize yourself with these breeds.  
• Learn to handle the dogs correctly. Use your hands to feel for correct conformation 

especially with long coated breeds.  
• Try to be thorough when examining an exhibit. Do not push or prod or just ruffle the coat.  
• Never kneel in front of a dog.  Never straddle them or stand over them.  
• Learn how to approach individual breeds correctly. 
• A good tip is never to approach a dog with your hands raised higher than waist level.  
• Try to always keep one hand on the dog that you are examining. If you “lose contact” re-

start from the front again.  
• Do not “eyeball” any dog!  
• Always return “table dogs” to the table and “ramp dogs” to the ramp if you wish to re-

examine a dog. The Exhibitor will be happy to do this for you.  
• Try to avoid having dogs looking directly into the sun.  
• Where possible, avoid facing breeds with semi-erect ears into the wind. (e.g. Shelties 

and Collies). It can change their expression entirely.  
  
Note: Ask on breed lecture nights the correct way to approach and handle individual 
breeds.  
  
Opening a Dogs Mouth and Checking Dentition:  
• Learn to do this competently.  
• Avoid covering the dog’s eyes.  
• Remember in some breeds, dogs with incomplete dentition can be a disqualification.  
• If you are experiencing difficulty in examining a dog’s mouth it may be wise to ask the 

Exhibitor to open the dog’s mouth  
  
Coats:  
• Individual breeds require different handling (e.g. To check the coat texture on Poodles 

run your right hand along the mane and upwards towards the crest of the neck. The coat 
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will spring back into place if it is the correct texture. If not, the animal has a soft coat 
which is incorrect).  

• Likewise with the Newfoundland. If the coat is brushed the wrong way it should fall back 
into place naturally.  

• There are many types of coats and coat textures. (e.g. Textures: fine to medium, harsh, 
oily, silky, wiry, woolly etc… Coats: Dense, distinctive, double coated, glossy, no 
undercoat, water repellent, weather resistant to name a few)  

• Be aware that markings can be very deceptive too and often can create optical illusions. 
Movement/Gait:  

• Moving dogs is done for a good reason and is not part of the “routine” just to fill in time.  
• Once you have moved the dogs and they have returned to the line-up do try to remember 

each dog’s movement.  
• Most dogs should work at a trot on a loose lead.  
  
Do study books and videos on movement and learn what to look for:  
• Rear Movement: Crabbing, moving too close or too wide behind etc...  
• Front Movement: Crossing over, toeing in, too wide or too narrow in front.  
• Side Movement: Check for length of stride, does the dog have good extension front and 

rear? Is it pacing or overreaching?  
• Is the movement correct for the individual breed? (e.g. Bulldogs, Pekingese and Pugs)  
• Does the top line remain in the correct position for a particular breed?  
• Only move each dog one at a time out and back. It is hard enough watching four legs at 

one time let alone watching eight or more. By moving more than one dog at a time you 
can be sure that they will not move at the same pace nor will they all move in a straight 
line!  

  
Final Assessment and Placings:  
• Try to mentally place the class as you are judging each exhibit. This will save time and 

you will appear more efficient.  
• Class numbers permitting, your place getters should then be of a similar type.  
• As a judge it is your responsibility to ensure that the winners are placed on the markers 

in the correct order. Be clear and precise when placing your class. Do not wave vaguely 
and hope that your Steward gets it right!   

 
Problems You May Encounter While Judging:  
• Be aware of what may be happening in or near your ring.  
• Double Handling: Quickly try moving the position of the class.  
• Exhibitor’s placing their dog too close to another exhibit or moving to a position that 

masks another exhibit.  
• Dealing with Exhibitor’s who interfere with, upset or let their dogs interfere with other 

exhibits: In many instances this is caused mainly through a new Exhibitor or a young 
unruly dog. Sometimes unfortunately it is quite deliberate. Do not tolerate this type of 
behaviour. Move that person or dog to the end of the line. Note: If any situation cannot 
be resolved simply and quickly call the Chief Steward. Do not become involved in 
an argument!  
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Withholding Awards:  
• An animal that is favouring any leg during movement may be excused from the ring.  
• Do not state, ”Your dog has hip dysplasia (HD)”or “Your dog is deaf or has entropion” 

etc… These matters are only in your opinion, you have no proof and you are not qualified 
to make a prognosis regarding any such matters.  

• If you find a male dog that is not entire you must advise the Exhibitor then act in 
accordance with the rules (Dogs West B 16.6) by reporting the fact.  

• Tell the Exhibitor yourself. Do not leave it to your Steward or simply ignore it. Do it kindly 
as this may be that Exhibitor’s first show dog.  

• Be familiar with the procedures for aggressive dogs and once again act in accordance 
with the rules.  

• After judging, answer any Exhibitor’s queries politely but avoid entering into a lengthy 
debate.  

• At the end of the day be absolutely sure that you have judged the dogs to the very best 
of your ability.   

  
Note: A quote from English Judge, the late Tom Horner, “A Judge must be able to live 
with his decisions and the only way to do this is to place the dogs in their exact order 
of merit as he sees it!”  
  
ENJOY YOUR JUDGING!  
 
 

References:   

DOGS WEST – RULES   

General Rules Relating to Judges  

Judges Code of Ethics  

Section Four Judges Licences  

Procedures at Exhibitions  

Rules Relating to the Appointment of Judges  

  

 


